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NEWS AND NOTICES 
This department is devoted to news of appointments, promotions, deaths, and other 
events of interest to historians of mathematics. For this information, Historic? Mathematics 
depends upon interested individuals everywhere to send items of timely interest to the 
Editor so that the wider community of historians of mathematics may be kept informed of 
noteworthy activity throughout the world. 
Research Group on the History of Mathematical Textbooks 
(GRIMM) 
By Bernd Bekemeyer 
In October 1984 an international research group on the history of mathematics 
was founded under the name of “Groupe international de recherche sur manuels 
mathematiques” (GRIMM). The goal of this group is a comparative study of 
mathematical textbooks since 1750 and throughout the 19th century until 1950. 
The main part of the work is contributed by two working groups at the mathemati- 
cal faculty of the University of Nantes (France) and at the Institute for Didactics 
of Mathematics of the University of Bielefeld (FRG), in collaboration with indi- 
viduals as well. This enables us to take into-account mathematical textbooks not 
only from France and Germany, but also from Great Britain, Spain, and Italy. 
The understanding of where and how mathematical textbooks originated leads 
to better analysis and description of the emphasis of importance that mathemati- 
cians in the past assigned to certain subgroups of mathematics that were taught. 
The main points of interest for our analysis of the books are the following: 
-mathematics seen in the eyes of a certain generation; 
-mathematics as a means of selection; 
-mathematics used in other fields of science: applied mathematics versus 
pure mathematics, and the role of mathematics within other disciplines; 
-comparisons between the different countries in regard to mathematics; 
-the pedagogical aspect in teaching mathematics; 
-organization of mathematical knowledge; and 
-writing mathematics (stylistic aspect). 
There are three different types of studies that we have in mind: 
(1) gathering statistical data about textbooks and displaying and documenting 
them in various ways; 
(2) case studies; and 
(3) developing theoretical models and methodological orientations. 
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In our annual meetings (three of which have already taken place), we have 
developed a certain form or grille (grid), used as a device for inquiry and data 
collection that represents our common view on the project. By means of this 
grille, we systematically analyzed and documented some 300 textbooks up until 
now. Excerpts of the questionnaires will be computed for further reference at the 
INRP (Institut National de Pedagogic) in Paris. Furthermore, we participated in 
the organization of a symposium on “Style as a Category of the History and the 
Philosophy of Science,” which took place in June 1987 near Bielefeld. This meet- 
ing was of great help to us in our approach to the subject matter. 
For further information, please contact 
Michael Otte 
Institut fur Didaktik der Mathematik 
Universitat Bielefeld 
Postfach 8640 
D-4800 Bielefeld 1, Federal Republic of Germany 
Jean Dhombres 
Departement des Mathematiques et de l’lnformatique 
Universite de Nantes 
2, Chemin de la Houssiniere 
F-44072 Nantes Cedex. France 
